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To

Dated: 26™ November, 2025

Hon'ble Mr. Justice U.C. Dhyani,
Former Judge of Uttarakhand High Court,
Nainital.

Dear Sir,

The Hon'ble Supreme Court of India has passed the order dated

18.11.2025 in Writ Petition(s) (Civil) No(s).1319/2023 titled as M. Varadhan v/s

Union of India and another. Paras 6 to 12 reads as under:

Excluding the above-mentioned four State Bar Councils, we are left with
nineteen State Bar Councils, where the elections are required to be
conducted at the earliest, in a time-bound, fair, transparent, and just
manner.

Learned senior counsel/counsel representing the petitioner(s)/applicant(s),
as well as those representing the State Bar Councils, however, have
pointed out a practical difficulty in conducting the elections due to
pendency of the verification of law degrees of the advocates registered
with them. It is submitted that till such exercise to identify Advocates
with fake or unrecognized degrees is not completed, the voter list cannot
be finalised. It may be noted here that, in terms of the directions issued by
this Court, all the State Bar Councils are obligated to verify the

genuineness of the law degrees of advocates enrolled with them. Such



directions have been necessitated on account of the fact that numerous
fake degree holders are masquerading as advocates, a reasoning which has
been reiterated by this Court in a series of prior orders. There cannot,
thus, be any exception but to comply with those directions meticulously
and in an expedient manner.

Regardless thereto, the verification of genuineness of degrees of enrolled
advocates, being a continuing process, cannot be a valid ground to keep
the elections of the State Bar Councils in abeyance. In our considered
opinion, the verification of law degrees in these cases is akin to the
‘delimitation’ process undertaken before the elections to various
democratic institutions under our Constitution. While it is ideal that such
like process is completed prior to the elections, but mere pendency thereof
cannot be an impediment to conducting elections. Hence, the contention
of the Bar Councils and other stakeholders that the verification process
remains to be completed, and therefore, the elections should be deferred
till such completion, deserves to be rejected. Ordered accordingly.

For the purpose of holding timely elections, the Bar Council of India had
earlier submitted the Election Schedule as per its Rules, which would
have taken a long time to conclude. Since the time-line proposed therein
was contrary to the very ethos of timely elections, the BCI has today
submitted a written note, proposing expedited election schedule. While
we broadly agree with the timeline recommended therein, it seems to us
that elections of all the State Bar Councils must, in all circumstances, be

concluded before 30.04.2026.
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On a consideration of the time required for completion of different stages
of the election process, we find it necessary and appropriate to invoke the
powers vested in this Court under Article 142 of the Constitution and
prescribe the following model timeline, to be followed for each State Bar

Council election that would take place hereafter:

(1) Preparation and publication of provisional electoral rolls (after or
pending verification) — 15 days from the date of election
notification;

(i)  Inviting objections to the electoral rolls — 7 days from (i);

(iii))  Publication of final electoral rolls — 7 days from (ii);

(iv)  Filing of nominations — 7 days from (iii);

v) Scrutiny of nomination documents — 2 days from (iv);

(vi)  Publication of list of candidates — 1 day from (v);

(vii) Withdrawal of candidature and publication of the final list of
candidates — 3 days from (vi);

(viii) Elections as per preferential system of votes — 20 days from (vii).

The entire election process, including counting of votes, shall be

controlled and monitored through their direct supervision by the High-

Powered Election Committees, constituted hereinafter.

With a view to facilitate the effective conduction of these elections, we

deem it appropriate that elections to different State Bar Councils ought to

take place in a phased manner. To that end, we issue the following

directions:

The State Bar Councils of Telangana and Uttar Pradesh, where the

elections have already been notified, shall conclude their elections by

31.01.2026. The counting of votes and subsequent declaration of results
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shall, in any case, be concluded on or before 28.02.2026. The elections
will be conducted under the direct supervision of the High-Powered

Election Committee — Phase I, comprising the following three members:

1 Justice Ravi Ranjan, former Chief Justice, Jharkhand High
Court (Chairperson);

(i1) Justice A.R. Masoodi, former Judge, Allahabad High
Court; and

(i)  Justice Rekha Palli, former Judge, Delhi High Court.

In the second phase, the elections of the State Bar Councils of Andhra
Pradesh, Delhi, and Tripura shall be conducted. The entire election
programme, including counting of votes and subsequent declaration of
results shall, in any case, be concluded on or before 28.02.2026. The
elections in Andhra Pradesh and Tripura will be conducted under the
direct supervision of the High Powered Election Committee — Phase II,
comprising the following three members:

(1) Justice Virender Singh, former Chief Justice, Jharkhand
High Court (Chairperson);

(i)  Justice Chander Shekhar, former Judge, Delhi High Court;
and

(1i1)  Justice D.C. Chaudhary, former Judge, Himachal Pradesh
High Court.

We are informed that, so far as Delhi is concerned, a Special Committee
has been constituted to conduct elections to the State Bar Council of
Delhi. The three member Special Committee includes two eminent Senior
Advocates, one of whom is also serving as Additional Solicitor General of
India. We see no reason to interfere in the composition of that Committee,

and it shall perform the same function as envisaged for High-Powered
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Election Committees in this order. At the same time, in light of the
directions passed hereinabove, we impress upon the Special Committee
that it may seek guidance from the High-Powered Election Supervision
Committee for ensuring fair and transparent elections.

In the third phase, the elections of the State Bar Councils of Gujarat,
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Punjab & Haryana, Rajasthan, and West Bengal
shall be conducted. The entire election programme, including counting of
votes and subsequent declaration of results shall, in any case, be
concluded on or before 15.03.2026. In the interest of effective
supervision, the elections will be conducted under the direct supervision
of the following Committees:

The High-Powered Election Committee — Phase III-A, for Gujarat and
Jharkhand, comprising Justice Siddharth Mridul, former Judge, Delhi
High Court (Chairperson), and 2 members who he may nominate;

The High-Powered Election Committee — Phase III-B, for Karnataka and
West Bengal, comprising Justice D. Krishna Kumar, former Chief Justice,
Manipur High Court (Chairperson), and 2 members who he may
nominate; and

The High-Powered Election Committee — Phase III-C, for Punjab &
Haryana, comprising Justice Ranjit Singh, former Judge, Punjab &
Haryana High Court (Chairperson), and 2 members who he may
nominate.

In the fourth phase, the elections for the State Bar Councils of
Maharashtra & Goa, Meghalaya, and Uttarakhand shall be conducted. The
entire election programme, including counting of votes and subsequent
declaration of results shall, in any case, be concluded on or before
31.03.2026. In the interest of effective supervision, the elections will be

conducted under the direct supervision of the following Committees:



(A)

(B)

©

(A)

(B)

©)

The High-Powered Election Committee — Phase [V-A, for Maharashtra &
Goa, comprising Justice K.R. Shriram, former Chief Justice, Madras and
Rajasthan High Court (Chairperson), and 2 members who he may
nominate;

The High-Powered Election Committee — Phase IV-B, for Meghalaya,
comprising Justice Arup K. Goswami, former Chief Justice, Sikkim,
Andhra Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh High Court (Chairperson), and 2
members who he may nominate; and

The High-Powered Election Committee — Phase IV-C, for Uttarakhand,
comprising Justice Rajiv Sharma, former Judge, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and Punjab & Haryana High Court (Chairperson), and 2
members who he may nominate.

In the fifth and the last phase, the elections of the State Bar Councils of
Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Manipur, and Tamil Nadu &
Puducherry shall be conducted. The entire election programme, including
counting of votes and subsequent declaration of results shall, in any case,
be concluded on or before 30.04.2026. In the interest of effective
supervision, the elections will be conducted under the direct supervision
of the following Committees:

The High-Powered Election Committee — Phase V-A, for Assam and
Manipur, comprising Justice Arup K. Goswami, former Chief Justice,
Sikkim, Andhra Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh High Court (Chairperson), and
2 members who he may nominate;

The High-Powered Election Committee — Phase V-B, for Himachal
Pradesh, comprising Justice J.R. Midha, former Judge, Delhi High Court
(Chairperson), and 2 members who he may nominate; and

The High-Powered Election Committee — Phase V-C, for Kerala and
Tamil Nadu & Puducherry, comprising Justice Rajiv Shakdher, former
Chief Justice, Himachal Pradesh High Court (Chairperson), and 2

members who he may nominate.



In sequel to para 12 IV(C), you are hereby nominated as one of the
Member of High-Powered Election Committee after obtaining your consent, for

conducting entire election process, including counting of votes, for the Bar

Council of Uttarakhand.

The High-Powered Committee would meet virtually on 27.11.2025 at
12:00 noon to deliberate for effectively conducting elections of Bar Council of
Uttarakhand, in a time bound, fair, transparent and just manner, at the earliest, as

per the dircctions of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India.

A copy of this letter is hereby forwarded to the Bar Council of

Uttarakhand through email. M
| (Justic j

ajiv Sharma)
Former Judge
Chairman, High-Powered Committee

Copy forwarded to:
1. To the Bar Council of Uttarakhand through its Chairman.

(Justi ajiv Sharma)
Formgf Judge
Chairman, High-Powered Committec



